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. 1. While we are not repeat not wholly clear here whether 

: < - 

> , / 

Thieu and others have been having second thoughts after their 

. 

• • . 

marathon session with you and the last-minute failure to achieve 

* ’ * * • • * “ t 

agreement on the joint announcement, we wish to give you every 

* ■ * ‘ :* 

possible ammunition to preEEed prevent Thieu from taking hr unwise 

• * . * 

• * 

* a * 

positions in his speech tomorrow and to insure that the GVN goes 

ahead to participate in Paris on reasonable ground rules that simply 

• 4 

• • > i ♦ 

insure no distortion of the basic understandings we have with the 

. 

• * 

• . • • 

North Vietnamese. 

• ' 

2. Accordingly, we have expressed our thoughts in the 

* * 

• « • • 

, • • t • 

form of a letter from the President to Thieu, This letter may be 

. 

used entirely as you see fit, as an oral message, or with such 
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editing, addition, and amendment as you think would make it most 
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Ineffective, advising us subsequently what you have done. 
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3. The text is: 


November 1, 1968 


Dear President Thieu: •’ 

* ■ • • • * 

• . « ♦ 

• * ’ • . 

I know these days, have been difficult for you. A major turn 

, ■ * 

in the road is always complex in the political life of democratic 

* • f . ' • • 

societies. But I do believe that, N as we take stock this morning, 

• • * ' 

we have every reason to go forward together with hope ;and confidence. 

• * t * * ^ • 

• • 

• * • 

* » , 

I^understm d Ambassador Bunker has conveyed to you my assurances 

• ♦ 

» . 1 ' . 

of continued strong support as well as specific assurances with respect 

to the way the negotiations in Paris will be handled. 

/ # - . 

.1 am sure that when you saw the text of what 1 said to our people 

• . 

• _ * 

. * 

last night,- you knew that I had much in mind the interest of your 

« • 

4 * 

• • 

l 

people and the political problems you face. • • 

* . . 

• • 
* * » * * 

I trust that' you will make every effort now — in public and in the 

• • • 

* » 

. . . 

work between our two governments — to narrow and to eliminate whatever 

• . * • • . * » 

. ^ 

gap there may be between us so that we can go forward as brothers in • 

. 

arms in Paris, as we have been so long in Vietnam. 

• * H 

You should know that in these weeks no comment or piece of advice 

• t * 

a % « 

rendered to me was wiser than your K KKSK observation to Ambassador 


• • * • « 

[^Bunker when he and General Abrams in October went over with you. | 
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proposed instructions to Harriman. XX I remember, you said 
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"After all, the problem Is not to stop the bombing but to stop the . 

• they 

\ . war. And we must try this path to see if joWd are serious* n Xt was 

* * • • 

• ’' * • 

in that spirit that XX I spoke last night. It is in that spirit of 

* 

• * , • * 

X . 

hope, tempered by caution, that I trust v?e shall shortly taove forward 

• - ! . , • , * 

together in Paris * . 

• • • • *• 

. • • 

I know that in these difficult but also hopeful times I can 

« • 
count on your statesmanship and your courage. 




(Signed) LBJ END TEXT 
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